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Reform History and Development Logic of Administrative Examination
and Approval System since Reform and Opening—up

SUN Caihong"?
(1. School of Government, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences; 2. Institute of Political Sciences,
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100732)

Abstract: Since the reform and opening up, the reform of administrative examination and approval system has
experienced four historical stages, namely decentralizing autonomy in the economic field, local government
exploration and innovation, comprehensive reform of administrative examination and approval system, and reform
under delegation-regulation—service strategy. It has shown different logics such as political logic, dynamic logic
and technical tool logic during the reform process, which reflects not only the important experience of the reform
of the administrative examination and approval system, but also some existing problems. In order to realize the
modernization of national governance system and capacity and improve governance effectiveness, the
administrative examination and approval system needs to adhere to the political logic under the Party’s overall
leadership, and turn to the legalization logic characterized by rule of law and law—driven reform, the running
logic from focusing on quantity to qualitative change of power structure, and the goal —oriented logic from
efficiency orientation to the modernization of government governance.

Keywords: administrative reform, administrative examination and approval system, streamline administration and

delegate power, modernization of government governance, Party’s leadership
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