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On the Evolution and Theoretical Implications of the Expression of a “New Model of
Political Party System”

HU Rongrong

(Institute of Contemporary China Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Xicheng, Beijing 100009)

Abstract: The term, a “new model of political party system” , has evolved over the Party history. Mao Zedong
put forward the principles of “multiparty system under the leadership of the revolutionary party of the working
class” and “long—term coexistence and mutual oversight” while Deng Xiaoping furthered the principles to the
height of state political system, referring to it as China’s “political party system”. The term has been redefined in
the process as the “socialist political party system” , later as the “socialist party system with Chinese
characteristics” , and eventually as the “new model of political party system” which represents the latest
achievement in combining the Marxist—Leninist theories on political parties, the theories of the united front and
democracy with the practice of Chinese revolution, socialist construction, and governance.

Key Words: new model of political party system; socialism with Chinese characteristics; political party system;

political system; multiparty cooperation
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