Young Students and Land Reform in the Early Period of the People’s
Republic of China: In the Example of The Diary of Wan Huifen in the
NMC Collection
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Abstract: In the early period of the People’s Republic of China, the Land Reform was carried out
under the lead of the Communist Party of China and spread over the country. It played an significant
role in consolidating the new regime and liberating rural productivity. The smooth development of the
Land Reform activities was closely related with the enthusiastic support and participation of massive
intellectuals; among them young students were the most politically active group and played an important
part in the Land Reform in many districts. In this process, young students remoulded their ideology
and promoted their political recognition of the new regime. Meanwhile, they accelerated the course of
Land Reform with their practical actions. As a member of the Central Land Reform Working Group, Wan
Huifen, a student of Beijing Normal University kept diaries during her participation in Jiangxi Land
Reform. Her first-hand records were valuable materials to investigate those young students' experience
and thoughts in this activity.
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