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Borderland Governance in China: From History to Reality
MA Dazheng

Abstract: As a geographic historical and political concept borderland contains military eco—
nomic and cultural connotations and tends toward becoming an organic part of the unified multinational
China. With a long history and an extensive area borderlands in China are inhabited by diverse nation—
alities and are faced with complex problems. All through history they have been playing a special stra—
tegic role in China. Several consensuses have been reached in research on ancient China’s frontier gov—
ernance policies and these consensuses can enlighten us about contemporary frontier governance. With
China’s reform and opening up to the outside world as the boundary borderland governance of contem—
porary China can be divided into two periods. Of the many governance policies the idea of “siduan” or
four—end governance deserves special study. To promote the development and stability of the border—
lands Chinese borderland governance strategy should be formulated for long—term governance and fol—
low a practical and realistic way.
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