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The Historical Changes of China’s Rural Governance Structure from the
Perspective of State Governance Ability

You Lin Chen Shiwei

Abstract: The state building is closely linked to state governance ability. State governance ability includes state capability and the
cooperative governance ability of the state and its society in the practice of state capability. The level of state capability can be tested from
the following four dimensions: the ability to extract resources, the ability to develop economy, the ability of social management and public
service, while the cooperative governance ability of the state and its society refers to the ability to negotiate and communicate between the
state and the society in the aspects of institutionalization, standardization, and procedurization. From the perspective of state governance
ability, this paper starts from sorting out the historical changes of the structure of rural governance, revealing the non-existence of benign
interaction between the state capability and autonomy rights of the rural society despite the differentiation of the strength of state capability
in different periods. The crux is that China, as a modem postnate-exogenous country, pays too much attention to strengthen the tangible
state capability -building in the modernization while ignoring the cultivation of the invisible cooperative governance ability which should
be synchronized with the strengthening of the state capability. Therefore, the future direction of rural governance structure is to promote
the modernization of the governance system and ability of the grassroots, and concrete solution is to vigorously promote the modernization
of the rural governance ability, to improve the governance mechanisms of the township governments, and to actively activate the synergies
of various organizations in rural communities in the rural governance. The ultimate goal is to construct a benign interaction between the
township governments and the institutionalization of the rural society.
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