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(7) Citizens’ Constitutional Awareness over the Sixty Years of China’s Social Transformation
Han Dayuan and Meng Fanzhuang * 123 *

Constitutional awareness is a general term for citizens’ constitutional knowledge ,
views, concepts and thought. It provides the spiritual impetus for constitutional practice ,
democratic politics and the development of the rule of law, and is an indicator of the
degree of the rule of law in a country. In the course of social transformation, constitution-
al awareness represents the inner spiritual strength of the constitutional order, and is
itself a “cultural soft power” that promotes social change, especially the remolding
of society’ s normative judgments and value basis. At the same time, a stable and
mature constitutional awareness is the foundation ensuring sound social transformation.
Over the last 60 years, China’s social development has followed a tortuous path, but
as a result of the constitutional awareness of the populace, the 1954 Constitution and
the 1982 Constitution have always been vehicles and forces for social cohesion and
harmony. The key point in the improvement of the supervisory mechanism for consti-
tutional implementation is that the idea of rule of law centered on constitutional
awareness can truly become a basic value consensus for different groups and citizens
at the national , governmental and social levels. Only when we adhere to the concept
of constitutional supremacy and adopt a more rational , practical and open-minded ap-
proach to exploring the pathways and mechanisms for constitutional implementation
will we have a firm constitutional foundation for the comprehensive implementation of

rule of law in China.
(8) New Gexing and Modern Poetry in China Fu Xiangxi » 143

As an important prosodic form that arose during the poetic revolution of the late
Qing, new gexing ( ) or song-style poetry exerted a profound influence over
modern Chinese poetry. For a long time, however, it has attracted little academic at-
tention and even less substantive research. New gexing inherited some features of
traditional gexing and Song poetry, but it broke through the constraints of the old
poetic forms, serving as a model and a catalyst for the emergence of new poetry in
terms of “bringing colloquial language into poetry” and “using prose language in poetry,”
thus becoming both a representative of late Qing poetry and a precursor of modern
poetry. New gexing thus fills the gap between the new poetry school and vernacular
(baihua ) poetry and constitutes an important link in the transformation of Chinese

poetry in the late Qing and early Republican period.

(9) Traditional China’s Kinship System and Charts of the Five Degrees of Mourning Attire
Wu Fei « 162 «

In traditional China, the system of mourning attire was closely related to the
« 208 -



