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An Examination on Certain Historical Facts about the Chengdu Conference
ZHANG Chengle
(Institute of Contemporary China Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences , Beijing 100009)

Abstract: In March 1958, the CPC Central Committee convened an important meeting in Chengdu. However,
controversies over some core historical facts around the meeting remain amid the academic circles, including
specifics on its convening dates, nature, attendees, and documents. A systematic research and verification come to
the following conclusions: First, the conference was held from March 9 to 26, lasting 18 days; second, it was a
Central Working Conference rather than an enlarged meeting of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee;
third, the attendees included official representatives and non—voting representatives, totaling 39 people, instead of
34 or 35 as mentioned in previous studies; fourth, the number of documents adopted at the conference was 44,
rather than the vague expression of over 30 or 40. The rigorous research and interpretation on the historical facts
about the conference not only help consolidate the historical foundation of the Party history narratives, correct the
mistakes and restore the truth, but also provide a necessary historical perspective for understanding the central
decision—making during this historical period.

Key Words:Chengdu Conference; Central Work Conference; examination and interpretation

(E#5E1185)
Practical Exploration, Problems, and Pathways for Strengthening Party Building among
Groups in New Forms of Employment in the New Era
WANG Jinzhu, LIU Zhenxin
(Department of Party Building, Party School of the CPC Central Committee/National Academy of
Governance, Haidian, Beijing 100091)

Abstract: Party building among groups in new forms of employment is an important component of Party
building at community level. Since the 18th National Congress, the Party Central Committee, focusing on key issues
such as “who is responsible”, “how to build” and “how to play an effective role” concerning Party building among
groups in new forms of employment, has promoted the top—level design for it, strengthened Party leadership over it,
strengthened its organizational building, activated the organizational functions, and improved the institutions and
standards for Party building among the groups. On the new journey of the new era, to address the practical problems
in the Party building, such as incomplete organizational coverage, scattered and ineffective management, and weak
role performance of Party organizations, it is advisable to take the following measures: Take organizational coverage
as the foundation to build an organizational system that extends to all sectors and levels; take enhancing leadership
capacity as the core to improve the Party building pattern of joint linkage and joint management; take giving full
play to the role of Party organizations as the key to promote in—depth integration of Party building with business
operation, primary—level governance, and services for the groups.

Key Words:Party building; groups in new forms of employment; problems; pathway
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