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On the Relationship between Rural Cadres and the Masses in the Early Period

of the People’ s Republic of China
—— Case Studies in Shangshui County Henan Province( 1949 - 1954)
JIA Teng
( Center of Cultural Heritage and Development Research in Central Plains Traditional Agricultural Area
Zhoukou Normal University Zhoukou 466001 China)

Abstract: In the early period of the People” s Republic of China by means of a series of rural social revolutionary move—
ments centering on land reform the Party and the State subsequently took rural areas under the control. Cadres in rural areas
were trained and selected from the activists poured out in mass movements or in the process of completing tasks assigned by
the upper hierarchies which solved the source of the rural cadres. Therefore the new mass movements were led and promoted
by the rural cadres. However the contradictions between the cadres and the masses unavoidably appeared. The Party and the
State usually solved them by motivating the masses rectifying the organizations disciplining the cadres or even dismissing
them at the wish of the masses. This shows the characteristics of the relationship between rural cadres and the masses in the
early period of PRC: the relationship between them was restricted by revolutionary ethics and mobilization — motion mecha—
nism which indeed reflected the contradictions between the State’ s construction targets and the realities in Tural areas.

Key words: the early period of the People’ s Republic of China; the relationship between rural cadres and the masses;

the characteristics of the times; Shangshui County
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