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An Analytical Examination of the Political Functions of the Distinctive
Hallmarks that Differentiate the Communist Party of China from Other

Political Parties
Li Jinling
(Institute of Contemporary China Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100009)

Abstract: From Mao Zedong’s proposal of the Party’s “Three Styles of Work” as a significant distin-
guishing feature of the Communist Party of China, to Xi Jinping’s articulation of “having the courage
to carry out self-reform and “Putting the people first” as defining characteristics that set the CPC
apart from other political parties, the CPC has, over more than a century of struggle, cultivated a
tradition of defining its nature and presenting its unique traits through the lens of “distinctive hall-
marks”. These distinctive hallmarks profoundly address the fundamental question of “what the Commu-
nist Party of China is and what it seeks to accomplish”. Examined from both historical and contempo-
rary perspectives, the political functions of the CPC’s distinguishing features are manifested in sever-
al dimensions: constructing a unique political identity, affirming the Party’s essential attributes, re-
vealing its fundamental functions, articulating its value principles, and formulating behavioral stan-
dards. These, in turn, have effectively fulfilled key political functions, including shaping the Party’s
image, defining its type, positioning its identity, expressing its discourse, and establishing its norma-
tive frameworks.
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