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The Development Process Basic Content and Contemporary
Enlightenment of the People’ s City Concept

Song Daolei

Abstract: The people’ s city concept is the concentrated expression of Chinese-style moderniza—
tion in the urban domain. The CPC Central Committee with Comrade Xi Jinping at its core has profoundly
grasped the historical process of China’ s transformation from a rural society to an urban society and
has explicitly put forward the people’ s city concept evolving from the idea that “cities belong to the
people” to the principle that “people build the people’ s cities and people’ s cities serve the peo—
ple”. The basic content of the people’s city concept includes the insistence that urban construction
and development must prioritize the people the recognition that urban governance is an important
component of national governance and the promotion of a co-construction co-governance and
shared urban social governance model. It highlights that the important manifestation form of Chinese—
style socialist modernized city construction is the people’ s city. The people’ s city concept addresses
a series of significant theoretical and practical issues in China’ s urban construction and develop-
ment and provides a set of important insights strategies and pathways for answering contemporary
questions such as “what cities aré’  “who urban construction and development rely on’  ‘“how cit—
ies are governed” and “for whom urban development is carried out”. The people’ s city concept is
not only the latest theoretical achievement of the Chinese Communist Party in the field of urban con—
struction but also the fundamental guideline for urban construction in the new era.

Key words: people’s city; urban governance; people-oriented nature; state governance



