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The Generation, Structure, Characteristics and Functions
Of Xi Jinping's Historical Thinking

Chen Jinlong(South China Normal University)

Abstract Historical thinking is defined as a mode of thinking that adheres to the logic of history,
encapsulates historical experience, discerns historical patterns, grasps historical orientation and takes his-
torical initiatives. The theoretical underpinnings of dialectical materialism and historical materialism, the
Chinese nation's profound emphasis on the preservation and promotion of historical traditions, the practice
of creating and evaluating history, and the practical need to counter historical nihilism have contributed to
the generation of Xi Jinping's historical thinking. Adhering to historical logic serves as the premise of his-
torical thinking, summarizing historical experiences is its focus, revealing historical patterns its purpose,
grasping historical positioning its key and enhancing historical initiative its ultimate goal. The historical
thinking of Xi Jinping is based on a broader perspective, achieving the unity of history, the present, and
the future; the unity of theoretical exposition and institutional construction; and the unity of national con-
ditions and global outlook. Xi's historical thinking has broadened the scope of observation and problem-
solving, enhanced the explanatory and persuasive power of discourse, facilitated the resolution of histori-
cal issues and the protection of historical and cultural heritage, and underscored the function and value of
history.

Key words Xi Jinping; historical thinking; a broader historical perspective
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