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From Structuralism to Ecologism: The Theoretical Iteration and Future Agenda of Urban
POLIICS  +++ v verrrrormrrorerernenseneneneeetereeneteeieeneneenns Ge Tianren, Meng Tianguang (123)
Abstract: The Fourth Industrial Revolution is accelerating the deep integration of physical,
social, and digital spaces, ushering urban politics and governance into a new development stage
characterized by digitalization and intelligence, facing a myriad of complex new challenges. This article
revisits and organizes theoretical perspectives in urban politics, such as power structure, urban regime,
and urban governance theory, and combines the concept of a “people’s city” with China’s practical
experiences. It attempts to propose a theoretical framework of “ spatial governance ecology" from an
ecological perspective to understand the urban political processes and governance mechanisms in the
digital intelligence era, exploring solutions to the complexities of urban politics and governance in the
age of intelligence. The spatial governance ecology theory is not mutually exclusive with previous
theoretical perspectives; rather, it reflects knowledge accumulation and theoretical iteration,
emphasizing the adaptability of governance systems, the inclusiveness of governance subjects, the
synergy of governance mechanisms, and the continuity of governance processes. Based on the analysis
of spatial governance ecology, the future agenda of urban politics should systematically address the
complexities of urban areas under the integration of triadic spaces, further strengthen the optimization
of the urban political and governance ecological system and processes, and enhance the research on
collaborative mechanisms among multiple stakeholders in urban governance and the overall
improvement of governance capabilities.
Key words: wurban politics; ecology theory; wurban digital transformation; spatial

governance 6COIOgy

Practical Approach to a Whole-process Policy Participation Mode: A new Exploration of Swift
Response to Public Complaints Reform towards CPPCC’s Democratic Supervision

................................................................................................ Tu Feng(137)

Abstract; Democratic participation is of great significance for the institutionalized development of
the whole-process people’s democracy. In governance practice, there is broad room for democratic
participation focusing on public policies. Based on all stages of the policy process, various participation
mechanism can be formulated in the whole chain of policy process. This concept of whole-process
policy participation finds its practical approach in the latest exploration of Beijing’s swift response to
public complaints reform. This exploration creatively combines the democratic supervision of the
CPPCC with the original reform so that public participation can cover all policy stages of the urban

governance. Based on the“theme of the month” mechanism in the reform, a targeted issue supervision
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group has been set up at the CPPCC level. Therefore, the public participation in the initial agenda and
final evaluation phase is based on the aggregation of individual complaints data. At the same time, the
issue supervision group provides the public with a new way to participate which is both organized and
interactive. So, public opinions can be effectively adopted to the mid-stages such as policy
formulation, decision-making, and implementation, and full process coverage of policy participation
can be achieved. In the new mechanism of the whole-process policy participation, the CPPCC has
become a channel for peoples’orderly political participation, and its role as a specialist consultation
body has also been fully realized.

Key words: whole-process policy participation; democratic supervision by CPPCC; swift

response to public complaints; whole-process people’s democracy

The Essential Connotation, Theoretical Origins, and Contemporary Value of Democratic
Centralism——A Discussion Beginning with the Theoretical Divergence Between Lenin and
Bernstein, Luxemburg, and PleKhanoy ««---s««sseeeessmmmmmmeeaniiiiin, Sun Duo(150)

Abstract; Unlike the misconceptions held by Bernstein, Luxemburg, Plekhanov, and others,
Lenin consistently implemented the dialectical unity of democracy and centralism in organizational
principles. Even during the revolutionary stage, Lenin’s principle of democratic centralism embodied
full and genuine democracy, far surpassing the bourgeois “procedural democracy” and “substantive
democracy”. Lenin’s party-building thought and the principle of democratic centralism were not merely
proposed for the Russian revolution, but addressed universal shortcomings in the entire international
communist movement of that time and were established through the ecritique of international

Bernsteinism. Democratic centralism originated with Marx and Engels, and was fully developed by

Lenin. As early as the First International period, after the failure of the Paris Commune uprising in

1871, Marx and Engels had effectively advocated for centralism. Maintaining a dialectical attitude on

democracy and centralism issues and transcending Western dualistic opposition concepts has significant

theoretical value for our correct understanding of ideas such as “fostering a strong sense of community

for the Chinese nation” .

Key words; democratic centralism; Leninism; Bernsteinism; iron law of oligarchy; spontaneity

of the working class
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