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On the Logic of Human Rights under the Constitution of 1982
——based on 30 years’ Social Changes

ZHANG Zhen

Abstract: The Constitution of 1982 has developed according to the human rights logic focusing on devel-
opment keeping up with times and with Chinese characteristics. Upon 30 years’ social development and
change the human rights system of the Constitution of 1982 has expanded and evolved correspondingly. First—
ly it focuses on the most direct need of social development and economic rights; secondly it confirms the
general values of human rights; and thirdly it improves the whole system of social rights including economic
social and cultural rights. In the current period the essential issue and final value of the Constitution of 1982
lie in how to enjoy development achievements with social equity and how to safeguard rights with equality.
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