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The Consolidation of the Worker-Peasant Alliance in the Early PRC:
An Investigation of the Cases in Chongqing Sichuan and Hunan
around the Spring Festival of 1954

WU Yigia LIFang-chun
( Institute for Advanced studies in Humanities and Soctal Sciences

Chongqing University Chongqing 400044 China)

Abstract: As the basis of the people’ s democratic dictatorship the worker-peasant alliance played a sig—
nificant role in the political life of newly founded People’ s Republic of China ( PRC) . This paper investigates
the cases of interaction between workers and peasants in Chongqing Sichuan and Hunan around the spring fes—
tival of 1954 supplemented by cases in other regions from 1949 to 1954 aiming at finding out the concrete
channels ways and strategies of consolidating the worker-peasant alliance employed by Chinese Party of Com—
munism ( CPC) in the early years of the PRC. The CPC inherited the precious wisdom drawn from the years of
revolutionary practice and integrated the practice of the alliance with the production movement. More impor—
tantly by promoting the face-toface interaction among the workers and peasants such as mutual visits infor—
mal get-togethers and group discussions as well as the non-{face-to{face interaction 1i.e. correspondence be—
tween workers and peasants the CPC tried to enable workers and peasants to re-understand the alliance through
the process of “consolidating” practice.

Key words: worker-peasant alliance; production movement; interaction between workers and peasants;

informal discussions between workers and peasants; correspondence between workers and peasants
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