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Forum
Retrospect the Course of Reform and Opening-up, Write a New Chapter in the New
Era “4)
Editor’s Note: Forty-five years ago, the Communist Party of China (CPC) held the
3rd Plenary Session of the 11th CPC Central Committee and made a historic decision
on reform and opening-up. The session marks a far-reaching turning point for the CPC
since the founding of the People’s Republic of China. Over the past forty-five years, the
CPC has led the Chinese people to uphold fundamental principles and break new ground
and demonstrate great historical initiative. Under the CPC’s leadership, a magnificent
and grand historical picture has been unfolded, and a resounding and inspiring ode of
struggle has been composed, making reform and opening-up the most remarkable feature
and magnificent phenomenon of contemporary China. Today, we have embarked on a
new journey full of glory and dreams. Stimulated by the dream of realizing the great
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, we should carry the reform and opening-up further
to its ultimate triumph. In order to review the glorious course and summarize the great
achievements and valuable experience of reform and opening-up over the past forty-five
years, we specially invites experts and scholars to write articles, with a view of providing
historical nourishment for promoting reform and opening-up in the new era and the great

cause of socialism with Chinese characteristics.

Research Articles
The Formation and Development of Mao Zedong’s Historical Thought
Huang Lingtan (38)

Mao Zedong’s historical thought represents an important achievement of localization
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of Marxism in China that has provided valuable historical wisdom and strong spiritual
strength for China’s great success in new democratic revolution and socialist revolution and
construction. By examining the three periods in the development course of Mao Zedong’s
historical thought, the author finds that Mao Zedong creatively applied and developed
historical materialism in the following aspects: analyzing the various classes of Chinese
society, understanding the nature and characteristics of modern Chinese society, reshaping the
narrative of Chinese history, enriching Marxist state theory, establishing the theory of basic
social contradictions, proposing two different types of contradictions, and deepening the theory
of class struggle. Continuing to adhere to and develop Mao Zedong’s historical thought under

new historical conditions has important theoretical significance and practical value.

Analysis of Hou Wailu’s Study of Marxist Historiography Zhang Yue (60)

With the assistance of Li Dazhao, Hou Wailu successfully translated Das Kapital
(Capital). His decade-long experience in translating and studying Capital not only provided
in-depth knowledge of Marxist theory, but also inspired him to delve into research on
Chinese Marxist historiography during the early 1930s. Hou Wailu’s unique interpretation of
the Asiatic mode of production demonstrated a clear desire to adapt Marxism for the Chinese
context, an expanded scope of research into world history, and an inclination towards
academic exchange with foreign scholars. This not only enriched the intellectual essence
of Chinese Marxist historiography, but also aligns with the current academic objective of
establishing an independent knowledge system for Chinese history. The Hou Wailu School’s
academic system encompasses two main areas of study: China’s social history and China’s
intellectual history. Having successfully broadened academic research, and introduced

unique perspectives and findings, it epitomizes the collaborative research approach.

Central-Local Relationship of the Western Zhou Dynasty from the Perspective of
“Zhuhou Daya” in the Bronze Inscriptions Zhao Qingmiao (76)

“Zhuhou Daya” in the bronze inscriptions of Western Zhou refers to the branches
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