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The Beginning and End of the Activities of the Mao Zedong Philosophy Group during
the Yan’ an Period
Zhang Zhongshan
Abstract: The historical practice of the CPC demonstrates that whether or not Marxist theory is correctly applied
to the reality of the Chinese revolution will affect the success or failure of the Chinese revolution and will inspire
the leaders to reflect upon the problem of taking the correct historical path . In order to raise the theoretical level
of the CPC so as to cope with the current situation in the Anti-Japanese War Mao Zedong established a philoso—
phy group in Yan’ an and organized theoretical workers and senior cadres to carry out theoretical research focusing
on dialectical materialism and military strategy issues and to emphasize improving the ability of cadres to make use
of Marxist theory to analyze the reality of the revolution which led to the establishment of all types of study groups
in which the entire party participated. The study activities initiated by Mao Zedong’ s philosophy group promoted
the methodology of linking theory with practice in the party and it also embodied Mao Zedong’ s theoretical con—

sciousness during the period of the transformation of the historical situation.
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