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Mao Zedong and New China’ s Strategic Opportunity Period in 1950s and 1960s

—— on Technological Revolution and the Breakthrough Development of the
Cutting-edge Science and Technology
Wang Suli
Abstract; In the middle of 1950s, Mao Zedong declared China had entered a new period of atomic energy devel-
opment and estimated that there would be into a peaceful period for 10 years or longer. This was Mao Zedong’ s
preliminary judgment to new China’ s first strategic opportunity period, at the same time he also believed that the
CPC had got the basic conditions of grasping the first strategic opportunity period of socialist construction objec-
tively. The technological revolution advocated by Mao Zedong set connotation development goals of strategic op-
portunity period and the 8" Congress of the CPC made strategic decisions for that. Under the leadership of Mao
Zedong, strategic opportunity period not only had made a breakthrough development in most advanced science and
technology respects, but also experienced two times’ great ups and downs. Objective and comprehensive evalua-
tion of the achievements and lessons getting from Mao Zedong’ s grasping the strategic opportunity period in 1950s

[T

and 1960s could play a reference and warning role for China’ s “important strategic opportunity period” in the 21*
century.
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