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On Cause and Effect of Mao Zedong’s Negating of
the Principal Contradiction Proposed at the Eighth Party Congress

GAO Lie
( Department of Philosophy Nanjing University Nanjing 210093 China)

Abstract: The “essence” of the principal contradiction which was interpolated in Mao’s finalizing manu—
script by Hu Qiao-mu was proposed by Chen Bo-da at the Eighth Party Congress. It was approved by Mao
through his pondering. The resolutions were adopted at the Eighth Party Congress and Mao didnt bring up any
counterviews. After the Eighth Party Congress Mao criticized the “essence” of the principal contradiction and
then negated the whole theory of the principal contradiction in the “Anti-Rightist Movement” replaced with the
struggle between the two classes and the two roads. In May 1958 the Second Plenary of the Eighth Party Con—
gress proposed the new principal contradiction that before socialist society was set up the principal contradiction
was the struggle between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie the roads between socialism and capitalism. The ne—
gation of the principal contradiction proposed at the Eighth Party Congress is the historical point and the logic
springboard of the mistakes in Mao’s later years.

Key words: Mao Zedong; The “essence” of the principal contradiction proposed at the Eighth Party Con—
gress; class struggle and roads struggle; the mistakes of Mao’s later years (R EAE)

10



