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Abstract: Through analysis of main spirits of the eight national overseas Chinese affairs conferences since
the Reform and Opening—up, the paper explores the evolution process and characteristics of China’s Policy
on overseas Chinese affairs during the past 40 years. The paper points out that China’s policy on overseas
Chinese have gone through four stages of development. From bringing order out of chaos in the initial stage
of Reform and Opening—up, to the subsequent services of economic construction, and to the present Two
Centenary Goals and the realization of the China Dream, overseas Chinese affairs has always been closely
integrated with the central work of the Party and the state, determining its own work priorities around
the strategic deployment of the Party and the state, and adhered to safeguarding the legitimate rights and
interests of the overseas Chinese, the returned overseas Chinese and their relatives, paying attention to the
survival and development of the overseas Chinese. Adhering to the spirit of seeking truth from facts and

constantly reforming and innovating are important foundations for the vigorous development of overseas

Chinese affairs.
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