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The Progress of Historiography Study in China in
the Four Decades of Reform and Opening-up

Zhao Meichun

Abstract During the past 40 years of the Reform and Opening-up the study of Chinese
historiography has made a significant breakthrough since the traditional research paradigm creating
catalogues and interpreting historical books was outmoded a new paradigm focusing on interaction
between historiography and times has been created. The research has extended to new fields and the
achievements of the study of historiographical criticism historical thought and history of ethnic minorities
are unprecedented. Besides issues of general Chinses history history of dynasties specialized history
have been studied in a deep-going way and the sorting out of materials paves the way for the future
development of the subject. The information technology in historical research has been paid attention to.
The progress represent a new peak of the study of Chinese historiographical after the previous one in
1930s — 1940s.

Key words the Reform and Opening-up Chinese historiography progress
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