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The Chinese Path to Modernization: Great Breakthroughs
and Innovations in Human Modernization Based
on Its Characteristics

Zheng Yougui

(Institute of Contemporary China, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing)

Abstract: Under the strong leadership of the Communist Party of China, China has succeeded in advancing and expanding the
Chinese path to modernization. It has made great breakthroughs and innovations in human modernization in the five areas as fol-
low. First, it has created the modernization of a huge population, which exerts profound impact on the demography map of mod-
ernization of the world from the two dimensions of quantity and quality. Second, it has created the modernization in favor of pros-
perity for all. Instead of the modernization leading to polarization, it has provided a better way to bring prosperity to all. Third, it
has created the modernization of material and cultural — ethical advancement, which surmounts the modernization resulting in
backwardness in either material or cultural — ethical advancement. Fourth, it has created the modernization in favor of harmony
between humanity and nature, which surpasses the modernization causing disharmony between them. Fifth, it is the modernization
for peaceful development, which highlights a different way from the old path of war, colonization, and plunder under the zero sum
game mentality. The Chinese path to modernization has created the new forms of human civilizations, thus making great break-
throughs and innovations in human modernization. It is the natural outcome of the consolidated efforts by Chinese people under the
strong leadership of the Communist Party of China. In addition, it is the freshest practical achievement and theoretical evolution
for the Chinese path to modernization in the new era.

Key words ; Chinese Path to Modernization; Chinese Characteristics; Historic Orientation
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