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How Did China Open?
——The Initial Process of China’ s Reform and Opening Up
Xiao Donglian
Abstract: In 1978 the decision-making level reached a consensus without argument: China must open up to the
outside world and use external resources to accelerate its own development. In 1979 the “big introduction” en—
countered a bottleneck in funding and had to make adjustments but the pace of opening up accelerated. The cen—
tral government approved special policies will be implemented in Guangdong and Fujian provinces established
four special economic zones including Shenzhen Zhuhai Shantou and Xiamen and found a breakthrough for
opening up. From the introduction of complete sets of equipment to the use of foreign capital and then to attrac—
ting the foreign direct investment the restricted area was continuously broken down. Although it has undergone
various controversies and challenges the area of opening to the outside world was expanded continuously. In
1984 the central government decided to further open up the fourteen cities along the coast. In 1985 the Pearl
River Delta the Yangize River Delta and Southern Fujian Delta were opened up and the open pattern formed by

the special economic zone the open coastal cities and the open coastal area took shape initially.
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