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The Two Inspections by the World Bank and their Impact on China in the Early 1980s
Wen Shifang

Abstract: International experience has been successful in facilitating the continuous development of China “s
reform and opening. The need to inspect and study the major policy decisions during the opening stages of the
reform required reference to international experiences. Among such experiences international organizations such
as the World Bank played an important role. The World Banks two large-scale economic inspections in China in
1980 and 1984 laid a foundation for future cooperation between China and the World Bank. The first inspection
proposed the formulation of a comprehensive and coordinated reform program attached importance to the robust—
ness of the reform and gave full play to the advantages of the old system. The second inspection proposed using
the market to improve efficiency to strengthen planning and control and to improve policies to ensure fairness

and the development of harmony which have had a profound impact on Chinas reform and development.
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