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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

Historical Materialism and the New Trend of the Contemporary Chinese Social History
//Cao Xiaowen, Cao Shouliang

The theories of western social history and academic discourse not only play positive roles but also bring
a series of problems in promoting the development of contemporary Chinese social history studies. At this
stage, studies of China’s contemporary social history began to reflect and explore in theoretical
construction, there have been some new trends: from the hot pursuit of western theory to the focus on
introducing the theory of localization of promotion, from.the pursuit of the case, area studies to Microscopic
study, Macroscopic study, from the specific social history issues to paying attention to the research of path
construction, from the academic evaluation to conscious self-reflection and proper positioning and the

construction of the Chinese characteristic contemporary social history.

Thinking on the State of Early Medieval Europe//Hou Shudong

Many medievalists have been concerning about the state of early medieval Europe in recent studies.
They have extensively discussed the characteristics and nature of the early medieval kingdoms, and
generally rejected to see the early medieval kingdoms in the context of the dichotomous categories ( for .
example, public power and private power, public law and private law, etc. ). They think that it is a
mistake to understand the kingdoms of early medieval Europe as a premature form of the nation state or the
sovereign state, and emphasize that the early medieval kingdoms should be understood on their own terms.

In doing so, they turn down the teleological explanations about the development of state.

The Future of a very Old Name? On the History of Presentism// Francois Hartog

During the last two centuries, the word History has been one of the “crossroad” terms around which
belief crystalized itself. But what do we mean when we utter the word History today? What do we (still)
believe in? We could look at the question both from inside the discipline and from outside. What are the
challenges and the proposals? In any case, we must start by abandoning the prior meaning of the term:
That modern notion of history written with a capital H which was launched and imposed by Europe and was
charged with the progress of civilizations; which wanted to be, simultaneously, the locative of the modern

world as well as its ultimate judge. That notion of history may still linger on, but it no longer holds sway on



