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Deconstruction and Reconstruction: The Journey

to Rebuilding the Chinese Marxist Historiography
CHEN Feng

Abstract: In recent years the study of the Chinese Marxist historiography has emerged as a promi—
nent field in the academic history domain. The transformation of the research should be approached
from two perspectives: deconstruction and reconstruction. Reflecting on the previous studies forms
the following viewpoints: Marxist historiography represents the ultimate form of historical develop—
ment; Marxist historiography must integrate politics and academia; Marxist historiography is synony—
mous with the CPC history; The unity of Marxist historiography. After deconstruction the more sig—
nificant task is toreconstruct the true nature of the history of Chinese Marxist historiography which
involves two aspects: first a meticulous examination of relevant primary materials shifting from a
confirmatory reading approach to a exploratory reading approach; second standing on a new histori—
cal vantage point for scrutiny and reflection engaging in a dialogue with the research subject. The
process of reconstruction is the unity of subjectivity and objectivity and it is also an act of rebuilding
while restoring.

Key Words: Chinese Marxist historiography; presupposed misconceptions; deconstruction; recon—

struction
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