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Official Launch of the Discipline Development of the History of the PRC: A Study on the
Symposium on the Compilation of the History of the People’s Republic of China in 1990
WANG Huaile
(Institute of Contemporary China Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Xicheng, Beijing 100009)

Abstract: The Symposium on the Compilation of the History of the People’s Republic of China held in 1990
is of great significance for the disciplinary development of the PRC history, which not only provided clear guidance
for the study and compilation of the national history, but also defined arrangements for the central task of the compi-
lation. Under the organization and coordination of the Institute of Contemporary China Studies, the relevant depart-
ments and local governments, acting on the spirit of the conference, engaged actively in compiling The History of
the People ’s Republic of China, and the series of Contemporary China, promoted the studies on the history of special
sectors and localities, prompted the founding of the Association of National History of the People s Republic of Chi-
na, and advanced the discipline development of the national history to a new level. The conference has also offered
great experience in developing the systems for fields of study, academia, and discourse of the discipline at present.

Key Words:discipline of the history of the PRC; Symposium on the Compilation of the History of the People’s

Republic of China; Institute of Contemporary China Studies

(E#£58507T)
On Mao Zedong’s Conception of “Revolutionary Party” and Its Implications
YANG Binbin, CHEN Yangkai
(1. Institute of Marxism, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Dongcheng, Beijing 100732; 2. School of
Marxism, Capital Normal University, Haidian, Beijing 100048)

Abstract: As a Marxist party, revolution is the defining nature of the CPC, and “revolutionary Party” is a sym-
bolic concept in Mao Zedong Thought and the Party’s political discourse system. Mao Zedong’ s conception of a
“revolutionary party” was derived from profound theoretical origin, practical foundation, and historical motivation.
This concept, an embodiment of adapting Marxist theories on political party to the Chinese context and the needs of
the times, had taken shape and developed through the periods of the New Democratic Revolution, socialist revolu-
tion and construction, and have made profound implications on founding, revitalizing, and strengthening the Party.
In the new era, the Party should take the initiative in self-reform and tackling the special challenges that a large
party like the CPC faces, so as to escape the historical cycle of rise and fall; promote the great social transformation
with strategic thinking, so as to create new ground for “Chinese miracles” and “Chinese governance”; advance re-
form of governance by applying systems thinking, so as to modernize China’s system and capacity for governance.

Key Words:Mao Zedong; revolutionary Party; Communist Party of China; the proletariat; conception
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