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The Shift of Historical Research Perspectives: From Epistemic
Reflectionism to Epistemic Constructivism

ZHANG Haonan
(School of Philosophy , Renmin University of China ,Betjing 100872, China)

Abstract: The general viewpoint in historical research of rejecting historical fictions as fallacies seems

impeccable because it conforms to people’s daily simple view. But this is essentially based on the “epistemic

reflectionism” of intellectual metaphysics, and sets the real objects dogmatically as things-in-themselves.

Because of its adherence to “either this or that” and finiteness, it can’t achieve the transcendence from limited

cognition to infinite objects. And it is difficult to solve the problems of historical debates and cognitive changes,

and also dispel the significance of deepening historical cognition. In contrast, the “epistemic constructivism”

confirms the reality of the external objects on the basis of the subject’ s activities and becomes the genuine

infinity, which makes cognition and objects achieve the dialectical unity in the dynamic processes, so as to

overcome the above limitations. Therefore, the shift of historical research perspectives from “ epistemic

reflectionism” to “epistemic constructivism” will not only lay the solid epistemological basis for itself, but also

continue to promote the deepening of historical research.

Key words: historiography ; historical cognition jreal objects ;epistemology of reflection



