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Day (1946-1982)
Zhu Lianbi
Abstract: Jim Davidson coined “de-dominionisation” in 1979, to describe how the
dominions of the British Empire built their own national identities. This article argues that
it is necessary to clarify the differences between de-dominionisation and de-colonisation
from three aspects: target groups, beginning, and definer. The attempts of the Canadian
members of the federal parliament to rename the Canadian national day from Dominion
Day to Canada Day lasted for 36 years, which showed different social groups’ changing
understandings of the meaning of “dominion”. It illustrates the government and political
clites of nation-states promote de-dominionisation. By using this term, we can explicate that
the collapse of the British Empire included three parts. This explanation echoed a global and

integrated view of the history of the British Empire.

Reviews

10. The History Reality from the Marxist view
Ni Kai
Abstract: Historical philosophy enters the analytical and narrative stage from
speculative, which focuses on historical knowledge. It is claimed that the truth of history is
intersubjectivity, and that historians cannot directly recognize history itself. What historians
recognize is the appearance and form of history. This theory has certain rationality, but it can
casily lead to scepticism. Postmodernism emphasizes the uncertainty of history, denies the
leading role of reason, weakens the fundamental role of historical facts, and is not conducive
to the shaping of cultural groups’ leading value rationality. The historical ontology of
Marxist philosophy of history are objective historical facts. Marx regards history as a process
of continuous development and emphasizes the driving effect of individual activities on
history. Marx’s “objective activity” breaks through the restriction of the opposition between
subject and object in epistemology, and advocates that what people recognize is not the
appearance but the thing itself. People can not only understand the real world, but can also

transform it.
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