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Modern Transformations of Traditional Functions Concerning

Chinese Historiography
Zeng Yurong

Abstract: Humanistic pragmatism was a prominent feature of the social function of Chinese historiography. Howev-
er, in the evolution of Chinese society from tradition to modernity, the meaning of humanistic pragmatism concerning
historiography varied greatly in different eras. The administrative aim of the traditional historiography was to meet the
political demands of the upper class, mainly through a top-down indoctrination function which employed persuasion and
warning as well as praise and criticism as the core approaches. Stimulated by the deep national crisis caused by modern
foreign aggression, historiography became closely connected with the future of the country and the destiny of the nation.
Concomitantly, the traditional theme of education yielded to national survival and self-strengthening, and developed into
nationalism, emphasizing autonomy and independence. As such, historiography grew related to the realities of ordinary
peoples’ lives. In particular, the Marxist historiography, closely linked to the Chinese revolution and the development of
Chinese society, gradually formed a comprehensive Chinese framework and system, with the deepening of its Siniciza-
tion process after the May Fourth Movement. Nationalism was also connotated in its distinctive localization. In the social
evolution from tradition to modernity, the function of Chinese traditional historiography leaned towards general educa-
tion. It improved the moral character at the individual level, cultivated national beliefs, and aided a global historical
view. Such influence has increasingly strengthened its contemporary values.

Keywords: Chinese Historiography; Marxist Historiography; Humanistic Pragmatism; Nationalism
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