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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

Serving the World with Archaeology: Historical Materialism and Xia Nai’s Archaeological Research

during the Institute of History and Philology Period // Liu Chungiang

Historical Materialism is the guiding methodology that Xia Nai adopts in archaeological research and
work. During the time that he worked at the Institute of History and Philology Xia Nai experienced a
transition in his view on research from “to make sense of contemporary society” with modern history to “to
serve the world” with archaeology. During his stay in Britain Xia Nai actively studied Marxist works on
archaeology especially those written by V. Gordon Childe. In the study of Egyptology and prehistoric
archeology of China he put forward the theory of culture system based on Historical Materialism
presenting the diverse cultural pattern of human cultures and Chinese culture. In doing so he formed his
archaeological thought. Xia Nai’s archaeological study during this period was not yet Marxist by nature but
it laid a solid foundation for his becoming Marxist historian after 1949.

Hermeneutics and Its Contribution to Historical Research // Chao Tianyi

The application of hermeneutics to historical research has significant epistemological and
methodological impact. In terms of epistemology hermeneutics negates the epistemological influence of
objectivism and relativism that may result in historical nihilism and the assertion of the end of history and
to a certain degree may reconcile the long-standing dispute in historical epistemology. The theories such as
“foresight 7 “sight fusion ” and “history of effect” in hermeneutics reject the worship of “fact” in
objectivist historiography and open the possibility for diversity and openness in historical research. The
theory of the “hermeneutic circle” means that the realization of historical cognition is a reciprocal and
endless process which helps to prevent the dogmatism of exclusivism determines the dialectical
relationship between the subject and object in historical cognition and sustains the tension between the
limited and unlimited historical cognition and provides a theoretical basis for the continuous advancement
of historical cognition. Based on the theory and practice of contemporary Chinese historical research we
need to adhere to the Materialist Conception of History and draw on the rich resources from Chinese and
Western hermeneutics. Only by doing so we can find a way to answer the important question in the current
effort to construct the academic system of Chinese history of how to accelerate the construction of historical
hermeneutics with Chinese characteristics.

On the New Trends in Recent Chinese Historiography: An Appraisal Based on Views from Social
History // Wang Xianming

The development of historiography in the new era has manifested in the discourse of “New
Historiography. ” One of its achievements is the rise of Social History or “New Social History. ” Over the
course of the past four decades the study of social history has been prospering as it has continuously
widened the research field by embracing interdisciplinary methods. As a result its development shaped the
prospects of Chinese historiography in the new era. Admittedly if we follow a stricter standard of
evaluation there are some problems worthy of reflection in the development of New Historiography such as
the sociologization and the localization of historical research and the pursuit of new fashions in research. So
we should pay attention to these problems in academia in the new era.



