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Examining Historical Logic and Seeking Truth from Facts

ZHENG You-gui
( Research Institute of Contemporary China, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: Dabaogan (farming work fixed by household) initiated by peasants in Xiaogang village activated the
countryside and has great historical contributions. In the discussions concerning the behaviors of villagers in Xi-
aogang village, there exist such phenomena as emphasizing one thing at the expense of another when it comes to the
historical contributions and limitations of carrying out the Dabaogan and understanding the selfish motivation when
villagers carried out the Dabaogan without considering the historical context and historical logic. The selfish motiva-
tion resulted from the policy which allowed the agricultural remains to transfer to industry and the complexity of agri-
cultural production led to the defects of insufficiency in distrution on basis of labor in the collective action, which
gave the persants the chance to becefit, was the peasants’ struggle for physical interests under the framework of im-
proving the interest relations among the state, collective community and the peasants and is consistent with the poli-
cy proposed in the third session of the 11th National Congress of the CPC, which advocates safeguarding peasants’
physical interests so as to arouse their active participation. The phenomenon of emphasing one thing at the expense
of another in the discussion of Dabaogan initiated by villagers in Xiaogan village reflects that it is of great signifi-
cance to examine and consider actual historical context and logic in order to seek truth from the facts.

Key words: Dabaogan (farming work fixec by household) ; historical contributions; limitations; Xiaogang
spirits ; selfishness
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