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Associations and Implications of Fusion-of-Horizon Theory to
Historical Comparison

Wang Chengjun

Abstract: Strengthening the historical relations of “horizon” to “pre-view”, hermeneutics is featured by
its apparently dialectical way of understanding and shows its profound internal connection with historical
comparison. Taking advantage of the basic logical terms of “commonness” and “difference”, and their relevant
social and historical contents, this paper discusses the impacts of horizonHusion theory on historical
comparison: firstly, horizonHusion theory helps to deepen the modern understanding of the authenticity of
historical comparison; secondly, the theory reveals that historical comparison is a dialectical process of
sublation; thirdly, the theory highlights effective-history as the feature of historical comparison and the
significance of historical comparison. Starting with modern theories of historical comparison,and based on the
comprehension and re-comprehension of the horizonHusion theory, we can achieve an accurate grasp and
understanding of the values and historical role of horizon{usion theory by using the methods of dialectical
materialism and historical materialism. From the horizonHfusion perspective, the discussion over the
associations and interactions between the theory and historical comparison has vital significance on the further
development of both philosophical hermeneutics and historical comparison.

Key words: hermeneutics, commonness and difference, fusion-of-horizon theory , historical comparison
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