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The Approach of Oral History to Consolidating the Consciousness

of the Chinese National Community

Ma Weihua, Zhang Yichi
Abstract: As a branch of history, oral history has broken through disciplinary boundaries and plays a significant

role in different disciplines with its unique value. In terms of how to consolidate the consciousness of the Chinese na-
tional community, oral history, with its characteristics of eventuality, subjectivity and publicity, makes it possible to con-
solidate the consciousness of the Chinese national community among the people of all ethnic groups with collective
memory. Furthermore, the memory based on personal life experiences, which is extracted by oral history, has the poten-
tial to sublimate into collective memory and even national memory. Finally, it’ s possible for us to consolidate the con-
sciousness of the Chinese national community by combining the historical foundation of the Chinese nation, excavating
the profound meaning of the spirit of the Chinese nation and accelerating the integration of Chinese national culture.
Therefore, widening the horizontal dissemination dimension of oral history materials by innovating their forms and carri-
ers, and realizing the vertical long-term inheritance of oral history materials by integrating digital technology and cer-
emony performance, is the direction of consolidating the consciousness of the Chinese national community with oral his-
tory.

Keywords: Oral History; Collective Memory; Consciousness of the Chinese National Community
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