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Facts, Memories, and Deeds: Attributes and Functions of Oral History of Chinese Scientists

WANG Hui - bin
(Institute of Contemporary China Studies, CASS, Beijing 100009, China)

Abstract; Oral history of Chinese scientists has been regarded simultaneously as historical facts, memories and deeds. At first, scientists’ oral history is

an important data source for the historical study of contemporary science and technology, but the situation and transcription would impact on the reduction

of history. According to the theory of “collective memory” , scientists’ memories on individual experience and the wider context have been constantly ad-

justed to the social framework. As a result, the research on Chinese scientists could not supply historical details but also approach to the wider history. In

addition, oral narratives of Chinese scientists have also been excavated as exemplary deeds. When transferring into cultural memory, their oral history

strengthens value norms and identity among the scientific community and Chinese as a whole.

Key words: oral history; Chinese scientists; historical facts; memories; deeds
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