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Externalization of Memory—Video Recording Practice of Oral History Interview
SONG Benrong

( Department of Social Education National Library of China Beijing 100081 China)

Abstract: Video images serve as living proof of the past. A video recording of an oral history interview that not only complies

with documentation and accuracy but also attends to aesthetics and dissemination is the best way to preserve the memory of the

interviewee. Through a complete oral history interview process

the memory of the interviewee becomes externalized and well

preserved thus conducing to the authenticity of the recording process. The images and sound together retain the atmosphere

tone gestures facial expressions and many other linguistic meanings that cannot be expressed in words
display to the interviewee’ s initiative in presenting his or her experience and memory.
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