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The Methodology of Image Study and Its Significance
in Contemporary Historical Study
Li Gongming

Abstract: The importance of visual images in the study of contemporary history is clear and
uncontroversial. However the methods by which we study these images and incorporate them into part of
a historical analysis are themselves important subjects of inquiry. This article takes a twofold approach
discussing both images of photography and artistic images and seeks to establish: (1) the significance of
photographs as decisive evidence in researches of contemporary history and (2) the methodology of
reconstructing historical circumstances and context via interpretation of artistic images. The conclusion of
this article is that images are important in studies of contemporary history not only in terms of their ability
to broaden the scope of historical research by also because they are important and perhaps indispensable
approach to reconstructing the original historical context hence enabling more accurate and vivid
historical understanding.
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