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Development and Stuely Mode Change of Modern Oral History

LI Xiao-cang

( Feng Jicai Institute of Literature and Art Tianjin University Tianjin 300072 China)

Abstract: During the 1930’ s to 1940’ s some leading weatern countries stepped into the era of modernization. Then
modern oral history was born as the product of the transformation of traditional history study to modern type. In the aspect
of theory modern oral history absorbed the essence of precedent ideologies of social freedom and democracy and applied
them to collecting past memories of social communities. As for its form of expression it used the modern technologies of
vocal and video recording. The content of modern oral history works reflected plentiful life experiences of top social status
and common people in political economic and cultural activities. Meanwhile modern oral history itself also progressed
from simply recording history to purposefully reflecting meaningful pictures of human life. In the informatio age of the
21st century oral history would equip itself with the information technologies and media to record the foot steps of human
advances.
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