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S REY A, AT A AR AR 2011 R, $ 627—628 T,

@Visit by Mr. Attlee and Labour M. P. S to China, FO371/110247,FC1052/1 ,May 27,1954 ,p. 3.
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K HIR)1954 58 A 25 B ,% 1 1k,
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(DLabour Party Delegation, FO 371/110248 ,FC1052/34 ,Sep 2,1954 ,p. 68.
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(®0* Attlee Trip Analysis” ,South China Morning Post, Aug 28,1954 :18.
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Commentary on the British Labor Party Delegation’s Visit to China in 1954
CHEN Zhigang
(School of History and Culture ,Southwest University , Chongqing 400700, China )

Abstract : In order to promote the policy of moderation towards China,the British Labor Party made a request to visit Chi-
na at the end of 1953 and received the consent of the Chinese government during the Geneva Conference. China accepted the
Labor Party’ s request to visit China not only for the purpose of creating a peaceful international environment to serve economic
construction, but also for the purpose of cooperating with the diplomatic struggle in Geneva. During the actual visit to China, the
Labor Party delegation confirmed the possibility of peaceful coexistence between East and West through close observation. How-
ever,in the context of the Cold War, Labor Party’ s visit to China inevitably triggered widespread criticism from the Western
world. In terms of impact, the visit of the Labor Party delegation to China not only indirectly promoted the easing of the situation
in the Far East,but also provided an opportunity for Mao Zedong to expand the scope of application of the Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistence. More importantly,, China’ s acceptance of the Labor Party delegation’ s visit to China had also become a
sign of a phased change in New China’ s diplomatic policy of “sweep the house clean before inviting the guests”.

Key words : Labor Party ; Conservative Party; Clement Attlee ; peaceful coexistence
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