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Abstracts

Partnership and Cooperation Against the Pandemic: Mutual Support Behaviors
Between China and Partner Countries

Zhou Fangyin (4)

[Abstract JBuilding a global partnership network is an important element of major pow—
er diplomacy with Chinese characteristics and China has established a global partner—
ship network with a large system complex structure and wide coverage. There are cer—
tain academic controversies about the role of the partnership network mainly in the
following aspects: whether the mutual support of partnership countries is reliable due
to the non-binding nature of the partnership; whether partner countries can cooperate
effectively in the security field; whether the partnership can work in a crisis state or
when the competition among major powers is intense; and whether there is a corre—
spondence between the level of partnership and the level of cooperation. Based on the
analysis of the data of mutual support behaviors between China and partner countries
in the context of the pandemic this paper finds that partner countries are significantly
more active in providing anti-pandemic assistance to China than non-partner countries.
The main factors affecting the anti-pandemic assistance to China are the overall eco—
nomic strength of the target country whether it is a neighboring country whether
there is a partnership and the level of the partnership and the medical service capaci—
ty of the target country. The main factors influencing the high level of antipandemic
assistance provided by China to other countries are whether the two sides have estab—
lished partnership and the level of partnership whether the other side has previously
provided assistance to China the level of economic development of the target country

and the closeness of China’s economic relations with the target country. The analysis
suggests that economically strong countries were more likely to provide anti-pandemic
assistance to China at the beginning of the crisis and China was more likely to pro—
vide high levels of antipandemic support to countries with low levels of economic de—
velopment. China’s anti-pandemic cooperation with partner countries has shown some
reciprocity. The paper’s analysis helps deepen the understanding of the hierarchical
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structure of China’s partnership network the patterns and characteristics of China’s co—
operative behavior with its diplomatic countries in a state of non-raditional security cri-
sis and is enlightening on how to further build a more effective global partnership
network.

[Key WordsJmajor power diplomacy with Chinese characteristics COVID-19 pandemic

partnership network anti-pandemic assistance non-raditional security

[AuthorJZhou Fangyin Professor at the School of International Relations Guangdong

University of Foreign Studies.

The National Image Management Effect of China’s Foreign Aid: An Empirical
Analysis Based on GDELT Big Data
Liu Lina (34)

[Abstract JForeign aid is often regarded as an important foreign policy tool to build the
national image. However China’s foreign aid has faced many criticisms and doubts in
recent years. Could foreign aid improve the public impression of China? Existing stud-
ies do not give a clear answer or even draw an opposite conclusion. The author proves
that China’s foreign aid projects can achieve the effect of national image management.
The author firstly puts forward a theoretical explanation. In the empirical part the au-
thor uses the difference in difference model to analyze 1316803 observations from the
Global Event Language and Tone Database ( GDELT) and China’s foreign aid projects
from 2000 to 2014. China favours ameliorative aid in other words channeling aid to
areas where it is viewed negatively. The study also finds that the mechanism of impro—
ving the impression of China by aid reaches its peak within five or six years after the
end of the aid project and then gradually weakens but the long-term effect still ex—
ists. However at the beginning of the implementation of the project there is a reverse
effect and regression period. The results of this study inspire China to be strict with it—
sell and pay close attention to public opinion feedback when implementing foreign aid
projects to achieve a “soft landing” rather than a “hard landing”. At the same time

attention should be paid to the long-term impetus of the aid projects to enhance the
durability and long-term effect of the improvement of the public’s impression of China.
[Key Words Jforeign aid national image management time effect distance effect

difference in difference model
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