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ABSTRACTS

Evolution and Transformation: Comparative Reflections on Two
Thirty-Year Periods of International Order

YANG Jiemian

ABSTRACT: Today’s world is on the threshold of a new order when cumulative
changes over the past thirty years promise a transformation that is expected to
produce new economic and political relations in the next thirty years. The
international order in the three decades following the end of the Cold War not
only retained and reformed the main elements of the post-WWII architecture, but
also saw significant, cumulative changes that may herald a multipolar era. An
increasing number of non-Western nations have been challenging the dominant
role of Western international relations theories in organizing world order and
called for reform the current order to make it more just and reasonable. The next
thirty years, coinciding with a period crucial for Beijing in its national revival
project, is expected to see greater East-West equilibrium and multipolarity and
move in the direction of building new international relations and a community
with a shared future for mankind. As it moves closer the center of a new world
order, Beijing should focus on international relations theoretical construction and
better understanding the major contradictions of the world community, i.e.,
addressing national development problems, international common challenges,
and human aspirations for great justice and equality. China should do more to
meet the major challenges of our time and outline its vision of a reformed
international system, in order to promote peace, development, win-win
cooperation, justice, and common prosperity.

KEYWORDS: international system, Chinese diplomacy, global governance,
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multipolarization, multilateralism

On Overcoming the “Oversecuritization Trap”

ZHANG Chao and WU Baiyi

ABSTRACT: Security as a concept is a subject of theoretical debate in
international politics. Since the end of the Cold War, security debates have
included more and more nontraditional security matters as national priorities and
international common challenges. State-actors’ pursuit of absolute security and
excessive expansion of security agendas may lead to the waste and misallocation
of strategic resources. It could also push domestic politics in a more conservative
and protectionist direction, creating an oversecuritization trap. National security
has been used by some countries as a pretext for practicing unilateralism and
protectionism, hampering global cooperation, and undermining multilateral
order-building. Since the conclusion of the 18th national congress of the
Communist Party of China, important achievements have been made regarding
Beijing’s security architecture and capacity building, for example, the adoption of
a holistic approach to national security. As an emerging great power facing
increasingly complicated security and development challenges, China should
adhere to the holistic approach, strike a balance between security, openness, and
development, prudently shape its security agenda so as to avert the
oversecuritization trap. At the same time, Beijing should stand opposed to the
abuse of the concept of security, vigorously promote international cooperation on
global challenges, push greater economic globalization and political
democratization, advance reform and innovation of international security
governance, and build the broadest possible consensus for the vision of humanity
as a community with a shared future.

KEYWORDS: oversecuritization trap, national security, security concept,

nontraditional security
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