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Evolution of China’s Diplomatic Conception since China’s Reform and
Opening up: Analysis Based on the Political Report of the National

Congress of the Communist Party of China (1982-2017)

Han Zhaoying, Jiang Tan

Abstract: A textual analysis of the political report of the National Congress of the Communist Party of China from
1982 to 2017 will macroscopically reflect the evolution of China’ s diplomatic conception since China’ s reform and
opening up. The result of textual analysis shows that the evolution of China’s diplomatic conception is mainly manifest-
ed in the changes and evolution of the concept of times, the concept of security, and the concept of world order. To be
more specific, in terms of China’s evaluation of the time we are in, it adds and emphasizes the idea of cooperation be-
sides peace and development, concepts that have long been held as themes of our time. The changes in China’s percep-
tion of security threats and security interests in terms of external security reflect China’s gradual establishment of a con-
cept of security that emphasizes “cooperation, integration, and common interests.” The continuous improvement of Chi-
na’s recognition of the existing international order and its progressive proposal of a new type of intentional relations that
advocate “peace, cooperation and win-win relationship” reflect the evolution of China’s conception of international or-
der.

Key Words: China’s Diplomatic Conception; Concept of Times; Security Concept; Concept of Order
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