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People — to — People Contact in China - Africa Relations:
History, Achievement and Perspective

Li Anshan

Abstract; China and Africa have a similar experience and people — to - people
contact has a long history, from the early Chinese indentured labor in the late 19th
century, ‘to the contacts during nationalist movement in the 20th century, till
various exchanges covering poverty reduction, medical co — operation, cultural
activities, educational training and environment protection at present day. People —
to — people contact is gradually deepening and broadening. In the 21st century, there
are three types of people — to — people contact, i. e., cultural exchanges under the
framework of FOCAC, social contacts between individual Chinese and Africans,
and related activities organized by civil organizations. The author argues that people —
to — people contact should not be regarded as either propaganda or so — called “soft
power” .It is cultural offering, cultural interaction and cultural integration. As a
double channel, people — to — people contact emphasizes understanding each other’s
culture, thus laying a solid foundation for better relations.

Key Words: China — Africa Relations; People —to — people Contact; Cultural
Offering; Cultural Interaction; Cultural Integration
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