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The Historical Evolution and International Dissemination of China’s
Environmental Discourse; A Study Based on Chinese
Delegates’ Speeches at the United Nations
Climate Change Conference (1995—2023)

REN Mengshan' , SHENG Ziqing’
(1. Graduate School, Communication University of China, Beijing 100024, China;
2. State Laboratory for Media Convergence and Communication

Communication University of China, Beijing 100024, China)

Abstract ; The ecological environment crises have become urgent global challenges that humanity must address.
Against this backdrop, as a developing country that participated early in negotiations on environmental issues,
China’ s construction of environmental discourse at the United Nations Climate Change Conference exhibits the fol-
lowing characteristics; It is grounded in the top—level strategy of national climate governance, at the same time, it
organically integrates domestic climate awareness and practical experience to form a three—dimensional narrative
framework encompassing autonomous climate action, financial and technological contributions, and the division of
environmental responsibilities between the Global North and South, providing a systematic Chinese discourse and
solutions for the global climate governance. Currently, in the face of the complex international context under the
great changes in the world, China still needs to enhance the global dissemination of its environmental discourse,
and by relying on its green governance solutions, expand the body of stakeholders, and build diversified dissemina-
ting cooperation networks, so as to create a favorable international public opinion environment for China’ s sustain-
able development and promote the transition of global climate governance from “zero—sum game” paradigm to “in-
cremental cooperation” one.

Keywords : global environmental governance; environmental discourse; international dissemination
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