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The Re-Examination of China’ s Diplomatic Decisions During the Establishment of
Sino-ROK Diplomatic Relations
Dong Jie
Abstract: In the beginning of the 1970s South Korea started to actively improve diplomatic relations with China
but as China’ s decision-making level” s perception of the value of Sino-ROK relations went through a progressive
process and meanwhile they worried that establishing Sino-ROK diplomatic relations could upset the balance in
the Korean peninsula the Chinese government persisted with its principle of the “separation of politics and the
economy” and was unwilling to change the current situation though exchanges between the two countries continu—
ously expanded. Beginning in 1989 Sino-ROK relations developed rapidly and the changes in the situation on the
Korean peninsula were conducive to the two countries establishing diplomatic relations. At the end of 1991 with
the fall of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War China’ s strategic situation underwent many changes. In
order to participate in shaping the new strategic pattern in the Korean peninsula China formally established diplo—

matic relations with South Korea in 1992.
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