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nearly inevitable that states are put in a quandary and the number of “outcasts”
in the socioeconomic sense increases, who are easily attracted to tough measures
or radical policies. In conclusion, the surge of radical politics all over the world
reflects the apparent lack of political solutions to the problems of globalization.
Key words: globalization, radical politics, global capitalism, populism, terror-

ism, yellow vests movement

Modernization, National Security and Foreign Aid

—Revisiting China’s Aid to Africa (1970—1983)

JIANG Huajie

Abstract: During the 1970s and 1980s, China’s aid to Africa underwent a far-
reaching transformation in its strategic orientation from world revolution and
geopolitics toward China’s national security and modernization cause. Such a
transformation was achieved through adjustment of the scale and coverage of
the aid. Because of the setback in building an “international united front of anti-
imperialism and anti-hegemonism” during the Angolan civil war, and the diffi-
cult situation of the Sino-African relations caused by China’s “anti-Soviet” poli-
cy, China had to reform its aid strategy to Africa. Since 1976, the principle of
“aid for political support” had been progressively abandoned by Beijing. As the
reform and opening-up was launched, Deng Xiaoping insisted that China’s lim-
ited resources should serve its own modernization cause first. Therefore, Chi-
na’s aid to Africa shrank in both scale and coverage. Meanwhile, the “anti-So-
viet” national security strategy forced Beijing to relocate its strategy in the
Third World. Hence, China’s aid policy toward Africa started to fluctuate
within the interval defined by two critical strategic elements, “modernization”
and “national security”. China successfully conducted a kind of balanced aid to
Africa by combining the non-reimbursable assistance, military sales and com-
mercial project constructions, and thus defused the tension between moderniza-
tion and national security. In short, since the reform and opening-up, achieving
dynamic equilibrium among foreign aid, modernization and national security has
been a fundamental premise of China’s sustainable foreign aid.

Key words: modernization, national security, foreign aid, reform and opening-

up, Sino-African relation, international economic cooperation
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