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The United States, China and the Repatriation of POW
in the Korean Armistice Talks

Zhao Xuegong

Abstract: During the Korean armistice talks from June 1951 to July 1953, the repatriation of POW was
the most difficult issue to resolve, and the two sides of the negotiations sharply debated the question for a long
time. Based on the cold war strategy, the United States refused to release all the Chinese and North Korean
POW. China and North Korea demanded the repatriation of all POW according to the Geneva Convention
concerning the POW issue. The negotiations about the POW issue entered into a stalemate and for many times
nearly collapsed. Finally, both the Chinese and American sides made certain compromises respectively and
reached agreement on this crucial issue, removing the biggest and also final obstacle for signing the armistice
agreement.

Key words: the Korean war, repatriation of POW , armistice talks
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