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the People’s Republic of China

Narrative Contestation and the Further Improvement of China’ s BRI
Narrative

SUN Jisheng XUE Li

Abstract: Since China put forward the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) ten years
ago, its concepts, principles, goals and visions have become increasingly clear and
concrete, leading to the constant and systematic development of China’s BRI
narrative. As an influential Chinese discourse and symbol, the “BRI” has been
successfully integrated into the world’ s narrative and discourse system.
Meanwhile, China’s BRI narrative has been facing narrative contestation in the
world, most typically, from the United States (U.S.). Against the backdrop of
China-U.S. strategic competition, the U.S. has been engaging in a comprehensive
and systematic narrative competition against the BRI. By re-contextualizing the
BRI, reshaping China’s role, and resetting the plot of BRI cooperation, the U.S.
aims to mislead the understanding of the BRI in the world, impede the cooperation
between China and other participating countries, and pave the way for the proposal
of competing alternatives to the BRI. Confronted with the complex and
multidimensional narrative contestation, China needs to maintain strategic resolve,
further strengthen the coherence of BRI narrative, enhance the narrative stickiness
and the effect of international communication, and make good use of the
opportunities provided by the Third Belt and Road Forum for International
Cooperation (BRF III) and its influence, so as to timely and effectively reduce the
negative effects of the misinformation and disinformation about the BRI, construct
BRI narrative properly, achieve efficient international communication, and promote high-
quality BRI cooperation. Only in this way can BRI cooperation be steady and sustainable
in the future.

Key words: the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), narrative system, narrative
contestation, connectivity, a global community of shared future, China-U. S.

strategic competition

China-European Third-Party Market Cooperation in Africa under the Belt

and Road Initiative
YAO Le

Abstract: Transnational corporations from different countries are generally



involved in complex relationships of both fierce competition and close cooperation
in the global market. Their behaviors and decision-making processes are not only
influenced by their own characteristics, but also closely related to the
characteristics of their home governments and their foreign policy orientation. As a
newly created, open and inclusive international multilateral economic cooperation
mechanism, the third-party market cooperation has emerged in the context of
high-quality BRI development. It has built a cooperation platform for enterprises
and governments of developed countries, emerging countries and developing
countries. This paper takes the China-European third party market cooperation in
Africa as an example to do an in-depth research on the interaction between
enterprises and governments in this mechanism, and their respective roles in the
process of building consensus as well as promoting the implementation of
cooperative initiatives. Based on the analysis of the institutional construction
processes and data of project cases, this paper finds that the complementary
comparative advantages of enterprises, the adaptability of enterprises to the host
country’s market environment impacted by intergovernmental relations, and the
transformation of home country’s resources and policy advantages are important
conditions affecting the success of the establishment of third-party market
cooperation mechanism.

Key words: third-party market cooperation, the Belt and Road Initiative, China-
European relationship, developing countries, international economic cooperation,

industrial chain

Role Theory and the Agenda of Contemporary IR Studies

WEI Ling LI Tong

Abstract: Since the early 2010s, role theory has witnessed systemic development,
making itself one of the fastest growing middle-range theories in international
relations. Originating from drama and later entering into sociology and
psychology, the concept of role was introduced into foreign policy analysis in the
1970s. After the end of the Cold War, making a turn from structural functionalism
to symbolic interactionism, role theory has gradually established itself as a theory
complex with the concept of role at the core, applied in multiple research areas
such as security studies, political economy, international organization,
international order, etc. Using key terms like role conceptions, role expectations
and role performance, role theory has developed major research agenda centering
around role change and socialization, role conflict and strategic decision-making,
role adjustment and systemic evolution, etc. The growth of role theory is largely

due to its placement of the agent-structure interaction at the center of foreign
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