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Science and Diplomacy in the Context of the Cold War:
Zhou Peiyuan and the World Federation of Scientific Workers

CHEN Lu' ZHANG Li’
(1. School of Humanities University of Chinese Academy of Sciences Beijing 100049  China;
2. Department of History of Science Technology and Medicine Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract The World Federation of Scientific Workers ( WFSW) was an international scientific
and technological organization active in the 1940s and 1950s bringing together left-wing scientists
from both the East and the West. Against the international background of the Cold War WFSW
served as an significant channel for China to contact Western countries and their scientific circles.
Zhou Peiyuan a famous Chinese physicist undertook many important tasks related to foreign affairs
or diplomatic work after the founding of the People’ s Republic of China. From the 1950s to the
1960s he led the Chinese delegation to attend the series of meetings of WFSW and was the core
figure of China’ s participation in the activities of WFSW. Based on historical materials such as
archives literature and news reports at that time this article systematically combs the relationship
between New China and WFSW and focuses on analyzing Zhou Peiyuan’ s participation in the
history of WFSW process in order to further understand Zhou’ s unique role in the interactions of
science diplomacy and politics in the early period of the People’ s Republic of China. Tt points out
that Zhou’ s words and deeds during this period were said or undertaken under the instructions of the
Chinese government and they conveyed the views of the Chinese government and were essentially the
actions of the Chinese government. By participating in the activities of WFSW the Chinese
delegation led by Zhou gained more international recognition for China and established the
international image of China’s science and technology community as well as New China.

Keywords Zhou Peiyuan WFSW science & technology and diplomacy



