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China—Southeast Asian Interactions:A Long-term Historical Review
WU Xiao’an

Abstract The paper provides a long—term historical and contemporary perspective of China—-Southeast Asian
interactions and their dynamics, involving not only the top—down political and economic aspects but also the down-top
socio—cultural elements. It investigates the interactions between China and Southeast Asia during different important
periods. The interaction has been essential when the tribute system was in full flourish; Chinese immigrants played an
important role in the modern western colonialism period; during the Cold War, the two sides once broke off contact and
kept apart; the relationship between China and Southeast Asia has grown rapidly in recent decades and will become
increasingly important in the future. To shape dynamics of bilateral or multilateral relations entails historical,
geographical, demographical, ideological, ethnical, economic, political and territorial, social and cultural elements and
so on.The article tries to provide institutional contexts, historical processes and grand frameworks for a better
understanding of China—Southeast Asian interactions in general, and of the 215 Century Maritime Silk Road in particular.

Key Words China—Southeast Asia; Tribute System; Maritime Trade; Chinese Migration; The Belt and Road
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