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From “Away Game” to “Home Game” . The Shift of China’s Practices
in UNESCO

XIE Zheping , ZONG Huawei

Abstract: UNESCO is an important spot to observe China’s practices in inter-
national organizations. The biggest contributor to UNESCO as it is, China has
not made progress proportionately in the number of proposals submitted to the
UNESCO General Conference. Instead of growth in a linear way, there have
been ups and downs across time and even a downturn in tendency in terms of
the number of Chinese proposals. This article adopts international practice the-
ory to provide a preliminary analysis of such a puzzling phenomenon. The au-
thor regards practices as a focal point and the interaction between habit and
field, and a key variable for the fluctuation and downturn of the number of Chi-
nese proposals. On the one hand, the decrease of China’s proposals reveals that
there are two categories of practices to be considered: onsite practices taking
place in the ontological field of international organizations, namely the “away
game” practices, and the “home game” practices taking place in the field within
a member state’s domestic space. On the other hand, it suggests a shift from
“away game” practices to “home game” practices, with the field of practices
changing from one to the other. Such a shift of fields could be titled champs
shopping—a borrowed term from international law, which is in fact a Chinese
foreign strategy resting on domestic gravity. Nonetheless, the shift is also re-
lated to the major power’s dilemma caused by the politicization of international
organizations combined with isocratic institutions.

Key words: China, UNESCO, theory of international practices, international

organization, field of practices, practice of proposals
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